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Collaboration, growth, development, growing membership, reaching out to the community,
professional and personal growth— these are all terms that describe the Omaha Chapter, AGO. We
continue to gain new members, field inquiries from various church and community groups regarding
organist/keyboard musician needs, and instruction. Moreover, our current season offers a wide variety of
opportunities educational growth, not only for membership, but within the greater metropolitan
community as well.
Because chapter leadership is fielding inquiries from church and community groups regarding organist
availability, identifying AGO members who would step forward offering to give organ lessons is on the
board’s agenda. We simply need AGO members who would be available to teach students ranging from
beginners to advanced levels.
The Omaha Chapter has had a scholarship program in place, offering a series of lessons (perhaps sixeight lessons) based on scholarship awards offered through the chapter. The board, interested in the redevelopment this program, is also in contact with the AGO chapter in the Washington D. C. area that
sponsors the highly successful Potomac Project. Omaha AGO members interested in teaching organ at
any level are asked to contact Dr. Christensen.
Another education opportunity offered by the chapter is the workshop is “The Part-time Organist:
Encouragement, ideas, and help for anyone with limited resources in your Church.” This is an outreach
project of the Omaha AGO Chapter for area organists. Scheduled by Saturday, February 24 from 9:00noon, the goals are essentially the same as those of January Jubilee two years ago at Saint John Lutheran
Church in Council Bluffs. In order to contact every potential registrant for this workshop, the board
plans to recruit members to form lists to contact every church group within a 100 mile radius of downtown Omaha. The plan is to form contact lists by denomination. The initial promotion for the workshop
should be available in December, followed by detailed information in January and early February.
Members interested in gathering contact information should contact Dr. Christensen.
The board meets the first Tuesday of each month. Members are always welcome to submit agenda
items, ideas, concerns for the board to consider by forwarding items to Dr. Christensen. Better yet!
Everyone is encouraged to attend all board meetings on the first Tuesday of every month at 9:30 a.m. in
the Cultural Arts Center, St. Cecilia Cathedral. Contact either Marie Rubis Bauer or Dr. Christensen for
the entry code to the Cultural Arts Center.

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
Dr. Christensen, AAGO
Dean, Omaha AGO
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NEW PARTITA BY OMAHA AGO MEMBER DAVID SCHACK
New
Partita

Dr. C and David Shack
at Saint John Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs

Omaha AGO member David Schack
recently composed a hymn partita for
organ
based
on
“St.
Patrick’s
Breastplate” (text: “I Bind Unto Myself
Today”). The partita was commissioned
by Dr. Christensen in honor of the
centennial
anniversary
of
Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Imperial,
Nebraska where he was organist while
teaching elementary music in the Chase
County Schools.
The new partita
received its premiere performance on
September 17 in the Imperial church.

The partita begins with the hymn statement, followed by eight well-crafted variations.
Compositional elements that bind the partita together include a g-minor as the common key
signature and pairs of conjunct 8th note patterns present in most variations. The partita
offers formidable contrast from variation to variation, including two that require developed
technical skill; another is whimsical; yet another can stand alone as a choral prelude
introducing the hymn for congregational singing.

Kansas City
2018

Dr. Christensen has programmed the new work three times, including one performance
with the composer present. Mr. Schack received a standing ovation from an enthusiastic
audience, recognizing his compositional skills. Watch the January issue of The American
Organist for news regarding the collaboration of Omaha’s Immediate Past-Dean and Dean
regarding this partita project.

American
Guild
of
Organists
National
Convention
The next national convention of the American Guild of Organists will take place in July of
2018 in Kansas City. Look for information about artists in the August issue of The American
Organist which should arrive around July 1. One of the best features of the convention is a
second discount for early joiners. There has always been an Early Bird discount but now
there is also a SuperSaver with a good discount. Here are the details:
Regular: $495 Early Bird; $435 SuperSaver: $375
Seniors: $450 Early Bird: $395 SuperSaver: $350
In order to get the SuperSaver, your registration must be paid before December 31, 2017.
Students will pay $250 at any time.
There will also be a Kansas City barbeque on July 4. Most national conventions have a
banquet and you pay for it. In Houston, the banquet was $60. In Kansas City the barbeque is
included with your registration!
It's going to be a great convention. The steering committee is working very hard and it
should be great! Hope to see you there!

REMINDER!

Tip of the Month

“To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Indeed SEASONS and TIME are relevant to every church musician! They
invite us to plan, prepare, and present (all verbs) with increasing knowledge
and skill.
How could one workshop sponsored by the Omaha Chapter, AGO, (last
century!) prove to be so life-changing? The topic of selecting organ service
music was explored by an organist/teacher from the Chicago area.
Suggestions, illustrated and demonstrated, included:
• Choose service music for each Sunday
Same composer
Same nationality
Same era
• Unify the service by emphasizing
Sunday of the church year
Theme of the day
Season
Lectionary text
• Take a long-range overview of your repertoire plus available literature
Plan an entire “season”
Use a variety of styles
Choose a more ambitious composition for a future service, providing
weeks to prepare
The Advent-Christmas season is coming soon.
My “play list” includes Powell, Boehm, Bach,
Charpentier, Pasquet, Valentini, and Setchell
Preparing is in progress!
The close of the workshop also offered this recommendation: “Always have
51 organ pieces on your ‘to play’ list. hen you consider that two or three
compositions may be needed each week, a month can easily hold 10-15 empty
slots.
A benefit of advance planning is the reminder of material for more
immediate use (or for next year) while being a tangible time-saver! And in the
process, I know that I’m offering to God and to my congregation thoughtful
planning, dedicated preparing, and enthusiastic presenting.
Joyce Mynster

Monday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m.
Sinai Lutheran Church,
950 East 8t Street, Fremont.
"NO FEAR, EARLY MUSIC:
Unlocking the Mysteries of Technique
and Approach to Music of Bach
and Before on the Organ."
RUBIS BAUER, presenter.
Jeff Hoffman is preparing snacks for a
social time following
Marie's presentation.
See you there!

In the News...
Omaha Chapter AGO Events
Monday November 6, 2017 – 6:30
p.m.
“No Fear, Early Music: unlocking the
mysteries of technique and approach
to music to Bach and before on the
Organ.”
Host: Claire Bushong
Location: Sinai Lutheran Church,
950 East 8th Street, Fremont
Juget-Sinclair Organ
Marie Rubis Bauer, presenter
Tuesday January 16, 2018
6:30 p.m.
“Work Place Harmony:
Identifying Tools for the
development of Good Collaboration
in Ministry – WORKSHOP I”
Host: Jodi Korth, facilitator
with the
Omaha AGO ClergyMusician Task Force
Location:
St. Michael Lutheran Church
13232 Blondo Street, Omaha
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Sinai Festival Sounds presents the Lincoln Lutheran Choir

with Brett Epperson, Director, and David Schack, Organist, on November 12 at 3:00 pm
In the first program of its 2017-2018 season.
Sinai Festival Sounds is the concert series of Sinai Lutheran Church
and is supported by freewill offerings and generous donors.
The church is located at 950 E 8th St in Fremont NE.
Other programs in the upcoming season will be announced soon.

Pedaling
Around
Omaha

A CELEBRATION OF PSALMS
A Hymn Festival
Presented by the Omaha Chapter AGO
3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 15, 2018
St John Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs A reception will follow
Organists Dana Sloan, Jeremy Owens, Julie Sandene, Gerry Oehring, J Gordon
Christensen, Tom Andrews, Tim Schreiber, Joan Ebersold and Marty Wheeler Burnett
will be joined by a choir for this event which features the organ
as leader of congregational song.
A free-will offering will be received toward the chapter's raising $1,000 to
match a challenge gift. Details about choir participation will be forthcoming.
Jean Johnson is the chair of the committee working on this event.
Joining her are Rick Richards, Jodi Korth, Jerry Brabec, Ann Spangler, Steve Bartelt,
Gilbert Ward and Laura Rau.

E-mail address for: Ann Chambers: stmartinoftoursomaha@gmail.com

AGO Board
Members

Committee Chairs

CURRENT AGO BOARD
MEMBERS
2017-2018

Dean: J Gordon Christensen, AAGO
Sub-Dean: Marie Rubis Bauer
Secretary: Gregory Johnson
Treasurer: Gina Simpson
Immediate Past Dean: David Schack
Members - at – Large:
Claire Eason: 2015/16 -2017/18
Jean Johnson: 2016/17 – 2018/19
Sonja Lundgren: 2017/18 2019/20

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education (AGO Certification)
Sally Hodges
Chapter Historian
Claire Eason
Organ Historian
David McCain
Membership
Julie Sandene
Membership Directory
Gina Simpson
Professional Concerns
Jerry Brabec
Programming (2017-2018)
Marie Rubis Bauer
Publicity
J GordonChristensen
Referrals
Julie Sandene
Webmaster
Mayumi Naramura
Windchest Editor
Claire Eason
Windchest Publisher
Rosemary Paul

Daryl Robinon, Organ Virtuoso with The Abendmusik Chorus
Sun | Nov 5 | 4:00 PM ~ First-Plymouth Church
Daryl Robinson, winner of the American Guild of Organists’ most prestigious national competition, will make his Lincoln debut,
pulling out all the stops celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the magniﬁcent 6000-pipe Lied Organ of First-Plymouth Church. A
special feature of the program will be the Nebraska premiere of a dramatic work for two organs and choir by French composer
Yves Castagnet.
For Tickets: 402-476-9933 or abendmusik.org
$15 Adults | $10 Seniors | $5 Students

Drew Duncan

Executive Director, Abendmusik
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 476-9933 | drew@abendmusik.org | abendmusik.org
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