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Please like the
Omaha Chapter
Facebook page.
Information is
posted regularly!
Our page name is:
Omaha Chapter of
the American Guild
of Organists.

TEACHERS
Please let Jean
Johnson know if
you have a Young
Organist who has
joined for the first
time.

SEPTEMBER 2021
FROM THE DEAN
“Do it for your brain” - a quote from Sr. Claudette Schiratti as she was
leading us through the levels of Certification on August 21. The AGO has
set up Achievement Awards and Certifications that help organists grow
and show a level of competency for jobs. As part of this, there is a
transposition element. I was never good at transposition - I admit it. But
it is a worthwhile skill to have. Sr. Claudette suggested we should all run
off a copy of the transposition music on the test and work on playing it
in different keys. That, and sightreading, are good ways to keep thinking
in new ways. “Do it for your brain”. Could you use some brainwork? I am
going to try it.
Do it for your soul - that is a major reason I belong to the AGO. The
Omaha AGO is to me a group of colleagues who challenge me, support
me, and help me be a better church musician. All the virtual concerts
and workshops that have come out in the last year have been
wonderful. I have learned from them and enjoyed things I wouldn’t have
been able to attend. But being together with my Omaha AGO friends now that is something special. We share ideas, job tips, the latest organ
info in Omaha, and concern for each other. I hope you will join us as we
begin meeting again. Some wonderful activities are scheduled.
Do it for others - our chapter has quite a few members under the age
of 30. As part of our mission to inspire passion for the organ and be part
of a community, we are going to begin a mentoring program for
members who are 19-30. It will be introduced September 12 and further
news will be in the October Windchest. Please say yes as the committee
begins to ask for mentors from our seasoned members.
Blessings and peace,

402-670-8177
jean.johnson.8@cox.net

FREE
MEMBERSHIP
The AGO National
Council is
committed to
membership
recruitment,
retention, and
growth within our
organization.
During the Year of
the Young
Organist, July 1,
2021–June 30,
2022, any
individual under
the age of 30 can
become a member
or renew her/his
membership for
free as part of this
program. Events
and new initiatives
will be held
throughout the
year.

CERTIFICATION INFORMATION
Deadlines for taking AGO Certification exams:
• Service Playing deadline: between September 1, 2021, and
February 1, 2022
• Colleague deadline: September 15, 2021 for November 12 exam;
December 1, 2021 for May 13 exam.
• Associate, Fellow and Choir Master deadline: April 1, 2022, for
June 1, 2, 3 exams
Check out Achievement Awards, free and administered by local chapter
under The New Organist Tab of the agohq.org website. Whether you
take them with a mentor or pursue them for personal, professional
development, they will assist your musical skills.
If you have questions about Certification or Achievement Awards
contact: Sr. Claudette Schiratti, cschiratti1@gmail.com

NEW YOUNG ORGANIST MEMBERS!
Laura Ann Haschke
2223 Indian Hills Dr.
Sioux City IA 51104

402-992-2286
lahaschke@gmail.com

Annika Johanson
55005 848th
Pierce NE 68767

402-851-3100
anobil6@gmail.com

Ambrose Terneus
910 Vannornam Place
Bellevue NE 68005

402-290-3095 (cell)
ambrose.terneus@gmail.com

Augustine Terneus
910 Vannornam Place
Bellevue NE 68005

402-502-1347 (home)
augustine.terneus@gmail.com

BEWARE OF SCAMS!
A member was emailed with information about receiving a grand piano
- for shipping costs only. Was told a friend of hers in the AGO gave the
contact info. She actually talked to a couple of people who could not
answer questions. Then was convinced this was a scam. Like others who
have gotten scam emails, this person was on the substitute organist list.
2|P ag e

YOUNG
ORGANISTS
Young Organists
are encouraged to
use: www.yearofth
eyoungorganist.co
m for program
information, read
about other Young
Organists and see
articles by Young
Organists.

2021-2022 OMAHA AGO EVENTS
Omaha AGO Chapter events are posted on the chapter website at
www.omahaago.org. The next upcoming event will be on the home
page and all of the season events are listed under the “Events” page.

Be sure the following fall chapter events are on your calendar!

WATCH AND
LEARN!
Did you miss Sr.
Claudette
Schiratti's
presentation on
Saturday? Watch it
and learn about
Acheivement
Awards,
Certification, and
growing in your
playing!
https://us02web.zo
om.us/rec/share/t
h8aGKzXlyOA7OSG
wkZk8kWxHUdiOpTbRMrKm
ippuHY7sZr0XvOE1
RmxPtdV7mW.F9N
NtyoN-ryd8wWa
Passcode:
^j^.Mq53
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Please RSVP for this event to omahaago@gmail.com

Dinner announcement to be made after consultation with the church
regarding their COVID policy. Watch your email for details!
October 3: Our featured recital of the year: Our own Mark Kurtz.

BEAUTY AND
HOPE
CONCERTS
Marie Rubis Bauer
will continue the
Beauty and Hope
concerts at St.
Cecilia Cathedral
post-pandemic on
the first Friday of
each month.
Programs will also
be presented on
selected first
Friday evenings.

FINANCIAL
UPDATE

November 13: A “pep talk” as only Tom Trenney can give it!

JAN KRAYBILL RECITAL
Installation and tonal finishing of the new organ at St. Wenceslaus
Catholic Church in Omaha, Nebraska, is complete! In order to fill this
large space with sound, a new organ is placed in three locations: the
main organ behind the Sanctuary, the Antiphonal, with a horizontal
trumpet, at the back of the Nave, and the Ancillary division behind the
choir loft. Dr. Jan Kraybill will play the dedicatory recital on Sunday,
September 26, at 7:00 p.m.

An Omaha Chapter
financial
report
was emailed to you
all recently. If you
have
questions
please ask David
McCain, Treasurer.

Photos: Sébastien Kardos, Casavant Frères
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OMAHA IN THE AMERICAN ORGANIST
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RECORDINGS
Honorary member
John Hansen offers
a 30-issue set of
Aeolian-Skinner’s
LP record series,
“The King of
Instruments”. He
also has an
extensive
collection of choral
and organ albums
that are offered to
any who may be
interested. Please
contact John’s wife:
judith.a.hansen@g
mail.com.

LOW VISION TIPS FOR ORGANISTS and PIANISTS
by Sally Hodges

As an organist and pianist for many years, I have been fortunate not to
have been affected by vision problems until recently. I was diagnosed
with Macular Degeneration (MD) many years ago, but it has not really
affected my playing or the note reading until recently.
The shock of suddenly not being able to read music in the way I had
always been accustomed to was debilitating and at first confusing. Over
the last few months, I have struggled trying to find ways to read music
that would be manageable as a church organist and would work playing
for services. I have been working with an occupational therapist at the
Weigel Williamson Center for Low Vision in Omaha and have received
valuable assistance dealing with low vision.
Here are some of the thoughts I have concerning low vision and reading
music:
• Trust your musical instincts. After all, if you have been playing for many
years, your brain has accumulated a great deal of knowledge about how
to read and play music!

CONGRATS

• Enlarge and photocopy pieces of music you want to play, using dark
black print on bright white paper to allow maximum contrast.

Congratulations to
Marie Rubis Bauer
who played on the
August 22 virtual
concert from the
Organ Historical
Society.

• Lighting - Get maximum bright lighting over your organ or piano, using
LED lights with 1600 lumens.
• Magnifying devices— use any magnifying devices or equipment to
read music, such as special readers and glasses for MD. Enlarging music
on your iPad and playing directly from the iPad is another possibility.
• Memorization - Memorizing music at least partially frees you from
having to read a music score note by note.
• Improvisation - All organist wish they could improvise better- so here
is your chance to develop this valuable skill and use it in hymn playing!
Again, this frees you from having to read a score of music.
• Learn to enjoy playing the music you are comfortable playing and
avoid playing music that makes you feel uncomfortable and frustrated!
• Assistance- Get help from doctors and therapists on dealing with the
low vision problem and learn to explore new creative ways of reading
and playing music.
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DONATIONS
To raise funds for
our Scholarship
Fund, we are
asking for
donations when
we meet. It is one
way we can all
support our fellow
young organists.

RETIREMENT
Sally Hodges has
retired as organist
at St Augustine of
Canterbury
Episcopal Church
in Elkhorn. She will
continue to teach
piano and organ.
Sally, you have
served well and
with grace. Best
Wishes as you
continue your
teaching.
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Don’t travel this path alone! I have tried to treat dealing with low vision
as an adventure and an opportunity to learn playing music in a different
way. Yes, it has taken time to change the way I learn music but is now
producing results. Improvising and memorizing were skills I had ignored
before, but now have learned to develop these skills which are essential.
My focus now is on learning new music, memorizing, improvising, and
composing. I am excited about this new adventure and find it
challenging. Be creative!
“O, sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.“
Psalm 98:1

APPRECIATION!
Thank you to the Omaha AGO Board who has met each month this
summer to make sure the chapter will be set to thrive this year. As you
have occasion, share your thoughts with:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Steve Bartelt, Sub-Dean
David McCain, Treasurer
Laura Scow, Secretary
Marie Meyers
Laura Rau
Sr. Claudette Schiratti

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Ana and Andrew Hawkins on the birthday of their
son Joseph! Ana (nee Carlson) is organist at Christ the King Catholic
Church in Kansas City, former student of Maris Rubis Bauer, and
graduate of The University of Kansas at Lawrence.

NEW MAILING ADDRESS!
The Omaha Chapter of The American Guild of Organists has a new
mailing address: PO Box 45062, Omaha, NE 68145. Especially as we
organize a Pipe Organ Encounter, it is important that sometimes
sensitive personal information be sent to a secure location!

BLUE BABY GRAND PIANO - WILL DONATE.
Referred by Diane Hill
Refurbished by Johnny Adams in 1985
Not sure of make or original year it was made.
Moving by Oct. 8
Carol A. Anderson
Home 402-556-3366
Work 402-397-5440

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS!
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